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Augustana College

Rock Island, Illinois
MINUTES
Faculty Senate
May 08, 2001 – 11:30 a.m.
Science Building, Room 102

1.

The meeting was called to order by Louis Belby, chair, at 11:33 a.m. Roll
was taken. Members unable to attend:
Excused absence:

2.

Upon a motion by Gary Mann and seconded by Bill Hammer the Minutes of
April 19, 2001 were approved.

3.

Advanced Standing and Degrees – Mike Kirn
Presented the List of Candidates for spring and summer term graduation, pending
completion of all requirements.
Seconded by Mike Nolan and approved.
Kirn also reported the percentage of honors students, based on the following
standards: 3.5 = cum laude; 3.75 = magna cum laude; 3.90 = summa cum laude
For the whole year, including fall and winter graduates, the percentage of students
graduating with honors was 33.5% (15.3% cum laude, 10.4% magna cum laude;
7.7% summa cum laude). This is down from last year’s figure of 37%. Kirn
explained that this number would creep up a bit over the summer, because a few
students eligible to graduate won’t graduate because of failed courses in the
spring term.

4.

Report from Nominations and Rules – Larry McCallum
Larry McCallum made motion to approve the list of faculty (on attachment #3) to
fill committee vacancies.
Seconded by Bob Haak and approved.

5.

Report from Greek-Faculty Liaison Committee – Tom Bengtson
Bengtson explained that the students on the Greek/Faculty Liaison Committee
decided to take specific action to reign in pledging activities this year, instead of
putting the issue off until the fall. So they called a meeting of the Greek council
to suggest changes, and then reconvened after the individual Greek groups had a
chance to take the proposal in and respond to it. They also held an open forum.
This proposal ultimately passed the Greek Council unanimously. Bengtson
emphasized how seriously the students had taken this issue, and said he felt that

the proposal, if effectively implemented, would help to prevent pledging activities
from impairing academic performance. The major changes, he explained, were
that pledging activities would be limited to the following hours:
On Sunday-Thursday: from 8:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.
On Friday: from 7:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.
On Saturday: from 2:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.
At most, then students could devote 33 hour/week to pledging activities.
Pledging activities are defined to include carrying paddles and getting signatures;
in short, none of these activities would take place during class hours.
Evelyn Campbell added that Residence Hall Directors would be trained in these
new rules and how to spot infractions; in this training, it would be emphasized
that it would be the job of the Residence Hall Directors to report violations of
these rules.
John Hurty expressed continuing concern about students’ attendance at evening
events for music when pledging is still permitted in the evening hours. In the
past, he said, it has been left up to each chapter to ensure that their pledges met all
their athletic, academic, and performance obligations, and that hasn’t been
effective. He wondered what was being done to address that.
Bentson explained that the hours 8:30 – 11:30 were chosen because they seem to
conflict the least with other obligations. He added that the proposal to limit
pledging to Spring Break was seriously considered by the Greek Council, but
ultimately rejected because that would interfere with other extra-curricular
activities that occur over Spring Break.
Dean Campbell added that the new limited pledging hours would make it easier
for the administration to identify students involved in both pledging and evening
extra-curricular activities, so that they can contact these students and come to
their aid more quickly if conflicts arise.
Jim Winship pointed out that policing these rules was the responsibility of the
whole college. He asked what administrative body beyond the Greek/Faculty
Liaison Committee is in charge of making policy with regard to the Greek
System. Evelyn Campbell said the Student Personnel Committee was the body
responsible for this.
Charles Mahaffey pointed out that most students self-report studying about 10
hours a week, yet this proposal would allow them to devote 33 hours a week to
pledging. He wondered if students were aware of this information.
Bengtson said that it was our job to make the students aware of it, and to set high
standards and demand excellent work from them, so that students devote more
time to studying.

Belby added that the advantage in this proposal was that it would allow students
to clearly plan their academic work around their pledging activities, since they
would be announced and time-limited. He then reminded us that this report on
the proposal passed by the Greek Council was not a motion, but that member of
the Senate was free to make motions about it.
A motion was made by Bengtson to refer to N&R a recommendation to increase
the size of Faculty membership on the Greek/Faculty Liaison committee from 4
persons to 6 persons, so that there would be even numbers of faculty and students
on the committee. This motion was seconded by Chuck Hyser.
In discussion, the following points were established or clarified:
•

N&R would determine the chair of the committee.

•

Dick Ballman wondered whether Independent students shouldn’t also be a
part of the committee.

The motion approved.
Tredway pointed out that a lack of a faculty motion on the proposal passed by the
Greek Council means that the plan will go into effect in the fall.
A motion was made by Jim Winship that the Faculty Senate require the Student
Personnel Committee to monitor these new rules throughout the year and report
back to the Senate in its first meeting May, 2002.
Seconded by Roger Crossley.
Dave Crowe added a friendly amendment to Winship’s motion, saying that the
SPC should report back to the Senate for the next three years, starting in May of
2002.
The motion as amended was approved.
Mike Nolan worried that there had not been serious discussion of the concerns
about pledging brought forward by Jason Peters and Paul Olsen in the previous
Senate meeting.
Speaking to this issue, Jim Winship suggested that an ad hoc committee of 12
persons (4 faculty, 2 administration, 3 Greek Students chosen by the Greek
Council, 3 Independent students chosen by SGA) be created to discuss the present
and future of Greek groups as a part of Augustana campus life, and to pay
particular attention to concerns arising from pledging activities.

Winship made a motion that N&R constitute the faculty portion of this
committee.
Seconded by Jeff Coussens.
In discussion, the following points were established or clarified:
•

Norm Moline spoke against the motion. He felt that the new guidelines
proposed by the Greek Council were made in good faith, and that the faculty
should “back off”, since it had already been steadily decreasing Greek
autonomy.

The motion was approved by a 17-13 vote of hands.
6.

Announcements
Paul Olsen announced that William Styron, who will be speaking at graduation,
will hold a reading/question-and-answer session on the Saturday before
commencement, at 6 p.m. in Wallenberg Hall.
Mike Nolan, on behalf of Lindsay Kotz, the new editor of the Observer, asked
faculty to consider writing book reviews for next year’s issues. He pointed out
that only 5 faculty had volunteered last year, and if faculty are really devoted to
fostering a love of ideas in students, they out to pitch in.
Norm Moline, on behalf of the Senate, thanked Lou Belby for his excellent
leadership as Senate President during the past year.

7.

Adjournment
Dara Wegman-Geedey made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jon Clauss
seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 12:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Greene
Secretary

Augustana College

Rock Island, Illinois
MINUTES
The First Meeting of the 2001-2002 Senate
May 08, 2001 – 12:00 noon
Science Building, Room 102

1.

The meeting was called to order by Louis Belby at 12:14 p.m. Roll was
taken. Members unable to attend: David Hill, Megan Quinn, Mike Green, Dave
Snowball, Kevin Geedey, Darrin Good, Jeff Strasser, Mark Vincent.
Excused absence: Pamela Druger, Heidi Storl.

2.

Belby, McCallum, and Greene ran an eccelesiastical ballot to elect the new
president of the Senate. S.A. Fenwick was elected.

3.

Fenwick directed the Full Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant Professor, and
Instructor groups to caucus to elect their representatives to the Steering
Committee.
The results of this caucus were:
Richard Ballman (Full Professor)
David Crowe (Associate Professor)
Jeff Strasser (Assistant Professor)
Jamie Nelson (Instructor)
Jamie Nelson was then elected as the new Secretary of the Senate.

4.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Greene
Secretary

